Growth of the Urban Area of Aizu-Wakamatsu, Fukushima Prefecture by YOKOO  Minoru
Growth of the Urban Area of Aizu-Wakamatsu,
Fukushima Prefecture
著者 YOKOO  Minoru







     Growth of the Urban Area of Aizu-Wakamatsu, 
                Fukushima Prefecture 
                         Minoru YOKOO
   Aizu-Wakamatsu is situated on the south-eastern margin of the Aizu basin, 
Fukushima prefecture, and its built-up area is on the fan formed by the Yu, 
one of the rivers from surrounding mountains. In the feudal times Aizu-
Wakamatsu was the greatest of the castle towns in what is now Fukushima 
prefecture. But, now it is a town of dominant influence over this basin alone, 
being left behind the modernization since the end of the nineteenth century, with 
the result that it is now in stagnation. Population of the administrative district 
is about 104,000 in 1970, ranking the fourth in the prefecture. 
   Japanese cities in general originated in the feudal age and developed under 
modernization since the Meiji period. Growth and structure of urban areas 
are influenced by the process of development of the cities. This paper now sets 
out to explain historical growth as well as present land use of urban area, taking 
an example of Aizu-Wakamatsu. 
1 Feudal days 
   The castle town of Aizu-Wakamatsu in the feudal times is shown in Fig. 11). 
The moated castle was built on a small river. The residential quarter of retainers 
(samurai) was allocated in the periphery of the castle ground and was also 
surrounded with another moat. In the retainers' area there were some institu-
tions belonging to the feudal clan. Higher retainers lived along the main 
streets leading to the castle. The merchants' area was allocated along highways 
which ran outside the retainers' one. Especially it occupied a considerably 
extensive area in the northern part of the town where some highways ran. There 
were large stores around the crossroads of highways in front of the castle, and they 
constituted the economic center of the town. The density of houses was much 
higher in the merchants' area than in the retainers' one because of a great number 
of merchants, artisans and employees moving from countryside2). Since the 
merchants' area served as a sort of defense zone for the castle, it was designed on 
  1) The castle town was founded in the fourteenth century, and the basis of the town 
     structure was established at the end of the sixteenth century. 
  2) Since various industries including lacquer ware production developed under the 
     encouragement by the feudal clan, a great number of artisans and employees lived 
     in the town.
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 Fig.  1 The town of Aizu-Wakamatsu in the 19th century 
     (A) Town structure in the Edo period  1  : merchants' area 2: retainers' area 3: lower 
     retainers' area 4: temple area 5: areas belonging to the feudal clan 
     (B) Institutions in 1896 6: banks 7: district office 8: court of justice 9: police station 
     10: prison  11: schools 12: post office 
purpose that the streets were narrow and haphazard crossroads were conspicuous in 
the main streets. The pattern of the streets contrasted well with the checker-
boad type of streets in the retainers' area. The periphery of the town was 
composed of the lower retainers' area and temples. Some relay stations (Shukuba) 
developed along highways in the suburbs, beyond the limits of Fig. 1. 
   The twofold moats as well as the characteristic street pattern in themerchants' 
area are the features peculiar to the castle town in the earlier stage of feudal times, 
when the defense was, the first of all, the important function of the town. 
2 From 1868 to 1899 
   By the war accompanied with the Meiji Renovation of 1868, most parts of
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retainer's area which occupied the southern half of the castle town were burnt 
down. Since the retainer class was compelled to move into peripheral farm areas 
and to newly reclaimed lands which are a good distance away, the retainers 
decreased in number3) and consequently their residential area turned into 
agrar-land. The lower retainers' houses saved from the fire remained vacant. 
The castle was destroyed, and the outer moat was turned into agrar-land. It is 
noticeable that new public institutions were built in the southern part of the 
deteriorated area. Some parts of the higher retainer's area and those belonging to 
the feudal clan were used as the site of a few administrative offices and schools 
(Fig. 1). 
   On the contrary, the areas for merchants and temples were little destroyed by 
the fire, and remained as they had been. In the old central commercial district 
banks and a post office were built, and the district remained as the commercial 
center. 
   In Japanese cities originated in the castle towns, population decreased and the 
built-up areas were deteriorated at the end of the nineteenth century. Especially 
in Aizu-Wakamatsu the extent of the built-up area was cut by a half because of 
drastic social changes after the Meiji Renovation. 
3 From 1900 to 1944 
   Fig. 2 shows the distribution of institutions in 1925, when the commercial 
center was still situated in the place of former times. There were banks among 
the old stores. In 1899 railways service started and a station was built in the 
northern part beyond the extent of old castle town. The station, however, had no 
influence upon the site of the commercial center, and the built-up area extended 
only a little toward the  station"). 
     There were numbers of manufacturing establishments in the built-up area 
(Fig. 3). Products in these establishments were lacquer ware, sake, cotton goods, 
footware made of paulownia-wood  (kiri), hand-saws, etc. Most industries 
originated in the feudal age, and were small scale enterprises controlled by the 
wholesale dealers. Employees in these industries were from peripheral rural 
settlements, making no contribution to the expansion of the new built-up area, 
because they lived in their masters' houses or rented ones. 
  3) Total population of the town was over 30,000 at its highest prosperity in the Edo 
     period. It dwindled away to less than 20,000 at the end of the nineteenth century. 
  4) In some cities originated in the castle town in Tohoku, the site of central shopping 
     quarter shifted toward the railway station. Tanabe, K.  (1959): Development of 
     Areal Structure of Japanese Cities in the Case of Castle Towns — As a Geographic 
     Contribution to the Study of Urban Structure Sci. Repts., Tohoku Univ., 7th Ser. 
     (Geogr.), No. 8, p 88-105
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 Fig. 2 Distribution of institutions in 1925 
     1:  banks  : 2 city hall 3: district office  4  : village office  5  : tax office  6: post office  7: 
     police station 8: court of justice  9: prison 10: schools 11: the Monopoly Bureau  12:
     army hospital 13: barracks  14: drill ground 
   In some places of the old retainers' area once turned into agrar-land, new 
changes appeared as time went on. Some schools, barracks and an army hospital 
were built, next to the drill ground. The castle area was used as a park. 
   Thus, urbanization in the southern part of the city spread again. But, it was 
so slow in expansion that the extent of the built-up area before World War II 
was mostly the area which had been the old merchants' area. The greater part of 
the old retainers' area was in what is now agrar-land as shown in the city of 1935 
(Fig. 4). In the 1930's a few public buildings were built on the urban fringe, 
having no influence upon the change of built-up area. 
   In the cities which developed during the period of industrial revolution after 
the end of the nineteenth century, their built-up areas rapidly extended. In some 
cities originated in the castle towns in Tohoku, where urbanization was slow 
because of little development of modern industries, the extent of old town was
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           Fig. 3 Distribution of manufacturing establishments in 1924 
                The size of circles shows number of manufacturing establishments. 
occupied with buildings until World War  IP). However, in Aizu-Wakamatsu the 
built-up area remained stagnant for a long time, to which the trend of development 
of the city was responsible. In the city, not only the economic growth advanced 
very little, but there were few branch offices of the central and local governments 
which usually helped the development of old castle towns in Tohoku, and 
consequently it was the local town as ever since the feudal times. Its rate of 
population increase was so low during this period (Fig. 5), that Aizu-Wakamatsu 
  5) For example, such urbanization was seen in Sendai, which was a large castle town in 
     the feudal days and developed into the center of a fairly large district in Tohoku.
     Tanabe, K.  (1963)  : Housing Suburbs at the Northern Part of Sendai Sci. Repts., 
     Tohoku Univ., 7th Ser. (Geogr.), No. 12, p 133-143. Yokoo, M.  (1971): Growth of 
    the Urban Area of  Sendai Geographical Review of Japan Vol. 44, No. 9 p 618-627
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Fig. 4 The built-up area in 1935








 1900 1920 1940 1960
Fig. 5 Population change of Aizu-Wakamatsu
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built-up area in 
surrounded with castle town.
was smaller in  population size compared with such cities as Kooriyama and 
Fukushima in the same prefecture6). In the industrial structure of employed 
population of Aizu-Wakamatsu, the secondary industry showed large percentage at 
that  times7). It was due to the existence of traditional cottage industries. But, 
they did not bring about the new development of the city.
6) According to the Population Census, the cities of  Kooriyama and Fukushima became 
  higher rank than Aizu-Wakamatsu in 1925 and 1930 respectively. 
7) Industrial structure of employed population in 1930 was as follow; primary 918  (5.0%), 
  secondary 6, 164 (33.8%) and tertiary 11, 151  (61.2%).
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4 From 1945 to 1960 
   As shown in the figure of the built-up area of 1951 (Fig. 6), the extent of former 
castle town was almost occupied with buildings, though rice fields remained in 
some parts. This was because housing estates built by the municipal government 
and schools were constructed in the old retainers' area, by rebuilding the barracks 
and converting the rice fields. Some administrative offices were built near 
the old ones and in some parts of the spaces occupied by barracks, so that the 
administrative quarter of today was formed. Sports grounds were built in the 
former drill ground. 
   According to the city planning after the war, the start of a new central 
shopping street was seen. This street was formerly the refuge street opened within 
the precincts of temples near the old commercial center during the war. 
   It was fundamental characteristics in this period that urbanization within 
the former castle town was almost accomplished, although a few factories and 
schools were built on the urban fringe. 
5 After 1961 
   The old town has grown into a densely built-up area since the last period. 
Along the above-mentioned old refuge street were the mass of department stores 
and other retail stores, which formed a new central shopping quarter, adjacent to 
the old one. 
   New tendencies appeared on the outskirts of the city, where lots of houses had 
been built since the latter half of the 1960's (Fig. 7). Consequently, new 
residential areas have been added outside the old castle town (Fig.  8). The 
residential areas are not so large and do not yet reach the high ground in the 
eastern fringe. Stores, small factories, transport institutions and storehouses are 
arranged along the new highway running from the railway station toward the 
north. Beyond the built-up area small factories, schools and welfare institutions, 
though most of them lie outside the limits of Fig. 8, have been founded. 
   On urban fringe, industry eastates have been constructed. The estates of 
lacquer ware production are typical of them. Responsible for the construction of 
this estates are both the technical change in lacquer ware production and the 
structure of the urban area. There are numbers of lacquer ware workshops in the 
former merchants' area together with stores, other manufacturing workshops and 
houses, with the result that the density of buildings is very high. Fires sometimes 
borke out from the lacquer ware workshops because of inflammable chemicals used 
for  lacquer8). Various machines used in the workshops were noisy, so that the 
  8) Instead of wooden material, plastics is used. Chemicals are sprayed on the plastics 
      material.
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Fig. 8 The structure of Aizu-Wakamatsu (1970) 
1: central commercial area 2: residential area mixed with stores and manufacturing 
workshops 3: residential area 4, 5: housing estates built by the municipal government 
(4: the estates formed in  1945-1960 5: formed after 1961) 6-9: administrative offices 
(6: formed in 1868-1899 7: formed in 1900-1944 8: formed in 1945-1960 9: formed 
after 1961) 10, 11: industrial area (10: formed in 1945-1960 11: formed after  1961) 
12-14: schools (12: formed in 1868-1899 13: formed in 1900-1944 14: formed in  1945- 
1960), 15, 16: hospital and other welfare institutions (15: formed in 1900-1944 16: 
formed in 1945-1960) 17, 18: park and sports equipments (17: formed in 1900-1944 
18: formed in 1945-1960) 19: temples and grave-yards (Most of them were formed in 
the feudal age.) 20: rural settlements  21: the extent of the old castle town 22: boundary 
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remain in the old one9). 
   The urban growth in this period is marked by steady urbanization spreading 
toward the periphery of the city. It took so long before such urban growth 
appeared, due to the fact that the city had no remarkable function leading to urban 
development, resulting in the low rate of increase in  population1°). 
6 Present land use of the urban area 
   The present urban area is composed of quarters with diverse functions and 
formed in each period (Fig. 8). The purpose of this chapter is to refer to the 
growth and land use of each area in the city such as central business district, 
intermediate zone and outer one. 
   (1) Central business district 
   Central business district is in the center of the city, which once formed the 
boundary between the retainers' area and the merchants' one. In the district 
retail stores, banks, department stores and public institutions are concentrated. 
The areal differentiation of functions in the CBD does not appear yet. Shopping 
streets are composed of the old shopping street of the former castle town, and the 
new one developed after World War II. Near the shopping quarters there are 
administrative offices founded at the end of the nineteenth century and after World 
War II. There are residences and cemetries just behind the shopping quarters, 
and land use in the district is not so intensive. 
   (2) Intermediate zone 
   The zone is somewhat apart from the CBD. It corresponds to the extent 
of the former castle town. This zone is mainly residential area, where there are 
stores, small manufacturing establishments and public institutions such as schools 
and administrative offices among private houses. 
   The residence areas of merchants and retainers were divided into the north 
and south in the feudal days, and this fact greatly influenced the growth of urban 
area since the Meiji period up to now. The old merchants' area continued the 
high density all the time through declining age, and it was the main built-up area 
before World War II. Therefore, there was no space for the construction of new 
public institutions that require extensive area. Now the density of houses in 
the area is still the highest of the city, and there are shopping quarters and a lot of 
manufacturing establishments, both of which have continued since the feudal 
  9) In 1970 the number of lacquer ware workshops is 773 in the city, most of them, smaller 
     enterprises run by family members. 
  10) As a result of annexationof neighbouring areas in 1955, the population of the city 
      totaled 97,885. Since then the rate of population increase is low.
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times. The street patterns originated in the feudal age remain as they were, 
because Aizu-Wakamatsu did not suffer the destruction in World War II. 
   On the contrary, the former retainers' residences in the south of the city 
were destroyed, and after a while public institutions such as schools were built as 
time went on. After World War II the southern part was occupied by both 
housing estates by the municipal government and private houses. As the result 
of such urbanization, division of land use is clearly seen between the north and 
south within the intermediate zone of the present city. 
   Along the fringe of the zone, there are temples marking the peripheral part 
of the old castle town. 
   (3) Outer zone 
   This zone is mainly new residential area added outside the old castle town 
after the latter half of the 1960's. Schools and small factories were constructed 
soon after World War II, and recently small factories and storehouses were  built 
along the main roads beyond the new residential area, though they are not so 
remarkable yet. 
7 Conclusion 
   Decline of the city in the early stage of the Meiji period was rapid and half 
of the former castle town was erased. Since then it took a long time before the 
extent of the old town was again built up. The urbanization outside the old town 
is just recent. The urban growth of this city is slower than other cities with their 
origins as castle towns. This is because Aizu-Wakamatsu has been a local town 
in a basin. This city, less influenced by industrialization, still maintains close 
relations between the former castle town and the present urban area in its growth 
and structure.
